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At the beginning of the second hour [i.e., 8 o'clock in the morning], the bells are rung. When we
have assembled in church, the priest vesteth in the epitrachelion and phelanion, and the deacon in the
stikharion. The paraecclesiarch setteth forth an analogion, suitably adorned, facing the royal doors,
and he lighteth a candle on a candle-stand. The priest entereth the nave of the church, or the refectory,
through the royal doors, the deacon preceding him bearing a censer. The priest setteth the Holy Gospel on
the analogion and, standing before the analogion, intoneth the usual beginning: "Blessed is our God ..."
The reader respondeth: "Glory to Thee, our God, glory to Thee!", "O heavenly King ...", and the rest. And after
the exclamation [following the Lord's Prayer], the priest censeth around the analogion on which the Holy Gospel
resteth, and then censeth the rest of the icons, the whole temple, the superior and the brethren.
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Note: At the Third and Sixth Hours, the deacon censeth the Gospel, the Iconostasis, and the people only.
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NB: Be it known that if the Eve of the Nativity fall on Saturday or Sunday, the Liturgy of Saint John
Chrysostom is celebrated, while on the feast itself we celebrate the Liturgy of Saint Basil the Great. This
procedure also applieth to the feast of Theophany and its Eve. If the Eve fall on any other day besides Saturday
or Sunday, we celebrate the Liturgy of Saint Basil on the Eve, and that of Saint John Chrysostom on the feast
itself. This also applieth to Theophany.
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NB: Be it also known that from the feast of the Nativity of Christ to that of His Theophany, there is no

fasting, and the knees of the faithful are not bent during prayer in church or at home.

NB: Be it likewise known that when the feasts of the Nativity of Christ or the Holy Theophany fall on
Sunday, the hymns of the feast completely supplant those of the Resurrection from the Oktoechos.
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At the seventh hour of the day [1 o'clock in the afternoon], all the bells are solemnly tolled; and having
gathered in church we begin Vespers as usual. Deacon. Bless, master! Priest: Blessed is the kingdom ..., And
after Amen the superior saith: O heavenly King ...Trisagion through Our Father ...Lord. have mercy! (Thrice)
Glory ..., Now & ever ..O come, let us worship ...(Thrice), And he readeth Psalm 103: Bless the
Lord. O my soul.., then the deacon intoneth the Great Litany. If it be Saturday, we chant: Blessed is
the man ...; but if it be Sunday, we chant only the first antiphon. (On any other day the Kathisma is
omitted) and after the litany we proceed immediately to chant: “Lord. I have cried ...,” in Tone II:
The priest performeth proskomedia. and the deacon censeth the church as usual, while the choirs chant the 8§
Stichera of the feast. In Tone II:
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When the chanting of the Kontakion is concluded, the Many Years is intoned for the civil, ecclesiastical and
monastic authorities. The faithful then repair to eat a meal of food cooked with oil. Fish is not eaten, but we drink

wine, giving thanks to God.



When the Eve of the Nativity falleth on any day other than Saturday or Sunday, at the tenth hour of the night
[i.e., 4 o'clock in the morning], a bell is tolled to announce the service, and then all the bells are rung. When the
priest and deacon have vested, they begin the service as they do all the feasts of the Lord. The deacon saith: Bless,
master! Priest: Blessed is our God ..., And while the priest censeth, we recite Great Compline from the beginning:
Glory to Thee, O God, glory to Thee. O heavenly King ..., Trisagion through Our Father ..., and the rest. In due
course we chant "God is with us! ..." with hymnody. In place of the usual Troparia ("Enlighten mine eyes ..." and
the rest), we chant the Troparion of the feast. And instead of the Troparia "Have mercy on us, O Lord, have mercy
on us ...", we chant the Kontakion of the feast: After the Doxology "Glory to God in the highest ...", we go forth
to the exo-narthex, chanting the Stichera of the Litiya, the composition of John the Monk, in Tone I:
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And the superior anointeth the faithful with holy oil from the holy lamp which burneth by the icon of the feast,

while we chant the Sticheron of the feast. First Hour, and final dismissal.

NB: Be it known that if the Eve of the Nativity of Christ fall on Saturday or Sunday, there is no fast; and
the Liturgy of John Chrysostom is celebrated. On the feast itself, the Liturgy of Basil the Great is invariably
celebrated. This order is also observed for the feast of Theophany.
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On this feast the faithful eat sumptuously. Even if the feast of the Nativity of Christ fall on a Wednesday or a
Friday, layfolk are permitted to eat meat, and monastics are allowed to eat cheese and eggs. It is permitted to eat
these foods every day: between the feast of the Nativity and the Eve of Holy Theophany.
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